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$245,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: Grant Recipient:  Kawerak Native Corportation

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Kawerak Native Corporation - Shishmaref Heavy
Equipment

State Funding Requested: $245,000 House District: 40 / T
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
The money will be used to purchase heavy equipment for the community of Shishmaref. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $245,000

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Shishmaref is a traditional Inupiat Eskimo village located in Northwest Alaska on Sarichef Island in the Chuckchi Sea, just
north of the Bering Strait.  In the past, in the early fall the ocean and lagoon waters would freeze over so when the fall
storms hit the beach and shoreline were protected by a natural barrier of sea ice.  In recent years, the water does not freeze
until late in the fall or early winter leaving the beach and shoreline unprotected from the sea. It is believed that changing
climate patterns are causing much of the problem.  Every fall the storms are causing substantial erosion and damage to the
community infrastructure.  Currently, critical infrastructure such as the sewage lagoon, washeteria, water supply, and
community store are at risk.  The community has been working with the Army Corps of Engineers and the Denali
Commission on the erosion issues and has received funding from many sources over the years.The community is in need of
new heavy equipment to help with the erosion issue and the emergencies that arise from the fall storms.  Often times the
community must quickly build barricades from existing materials, like beach sand and gravel, to protect the community
infrastructure.  The use of heavy equipment during these emergencies is essential to the communities efforts to save both
property and people. In Shishmaref, heavy equipment is essential for protecting the community and its residents. 

The existing heavy equipment is old and requires frequent repairs and maintenance.  New equipment is sought to mitigate
the cost of continuous costly repairs on the existing equipment. The equipment will also be used in the community to assist
with many other activities from the maintenance of the roads, snow removal, water and sewer system repairs, maintenance
of the dump, and other projects within the community.  It is anticipated that this summer there will be continuing work on the
erosion issue and the equipment will be used for that as well.

Project Timeline:
The money will be spent during the summer and fall of 2010. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Kawerak Native Corporation
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: kawerak
Address: Box 948

Nome, AK 99762
Phone Number: 443-5231
Email:

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:

Page 2

Contact Name: Christine Hess
Contact Number: 465-4924

5:47 PM 5/4/2010


























